
February marks Black History Month, an annual celebration that began in 1926. Originated by Carter Godwin 
Woodson, the son of slaves who went on to earn prestigious degrees at both the Sorbonne and Harvard University, 
the month of February was selected in deference to Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln both of whom were 
born that month. 
  
The remarkable contributions made to our everyday world in the face of extraordinary obstacles is what so poignantly 
and powerfully defines much of the African American experience and sets an inspirational example for all Americans. 
We at USTA Northern California are proud to lead the tennis community in honoring these fine coaches, players, 
parents and/or volunteers who bring tremendous value, insight and richness to the sport of tennis. 
Ella Hill Hutch Community 

   

  
Ella Hill Hutch Community Center opened its doors to the Western Addition area of San Francisco over 30 years 
ago.  A full-service site, the center boasts a gymnasium, playground, community gardens, classroom space, a 
computer lab, and four newly resurfaced tennis courts.  All programming at Ella Hill Hutch is sponsored and/or 
coordinated by Collective Impact, a community-based organization, and Magic Zone, a direct-service youth 
development nonprofit.  The Center also provides job training and placement for over 500 families.  Ella Hill Hutch is 
also the host of numerous conferences and events including: Home Buyer Seminars, Youth Council Summits, Job 
Fairs, Back to School Activities, Community Awareness Forums, Narcotics Awareness Meetings, Midnight Basketball 
Leagues and the Love (Tennis) and Basketball yearly fundraiser. 

The newly resurfaced (paid for by a local private high school) tennis courts are available to the general public. Over 
100 local youth during the school year and more than 300 young people during the summer months, take regular 
lessons on the Ella Hill Hutch courts.  Spearheading the lessons and USTA efforts is Magic Zone staff member 
Michael Hall.  Coach Mike is a San Francisco native who grew up in the Western Addition.  He had a stellar prep 
career at Mission High School, and went on to play NCAA D-II tennis at Hampton University in Virginia, before his pro 
career (1989-1994) took him to tournament play all around the world.  As a lifelong resident of the Fillmore District, 
Mike is thrilled to partner with USTA to coach neighborhood youth, who represent a broad range of ability and 
experience levels.  It's a special highlight for Coach Mike to be able to share his love of the game with young people 
from his own community and lead his students through the importance of sportsmanship, focus, and commitment. 

The EHH group has embraced NorCal’s new HITS (Honesty, Inspiration, Teamwork and Sportsmanship) program 
with their youth participants.  We have also worked with EHH/Collective Impact on their Love and Basketball 
fundraiser at the center.  They do such a great job during the tennis/basketball event with other activities like healthily 
cooking and fitness demonstrations about exercise and dance. During the event, the neighbors from the Western 
Addition come out and enjoy cooking and tastings while learning how to incorporate changes in their own diets. 

Visit Facility Pages:  Ella Hill Hutch Community Center   -   Facebook 
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I started playing tennis in the summer of 2006 at Head Royce Summer 
program.  Prior to this program, I never really cared about sports.  My family was 
really into soccer.  My first year at camp was amazing! After classes we would 
go play and I always looked forward to tennis time.  This was the sport that 
came naturally to me.  At the end of camp, I even received the “Best Volley 
Award”.  I continued to play for three summers and I realized how much I 
enjoyed the sport.  I started to take tennis seriously, always trying to gain new 
skills.  In 2009 when the program came to an end, I was encouraged by my 
coach to try out for the high school tennis team. 

I was so happy when I made the team during my sophomore year at Oakland 
Tech.  2013 was my best year ever.  I received the MVP award.  Such awards 
have boosted my confidence and interest in continuing to play tennis.  Through 
tennis I have gain leadership skills, especially since I helped coach teach new 
recruits and was often used as an example for new players.  

I’m currently attending UC Santa Cruz.  I still play tennis on the weekends and I’m teaching my friends how to play, 
too! 

Ryan Jamal Nunnery 
Tennis has always been a sport that is both enjoyable and physical to 
me. I love it. Not only do you get to have fun and maintain a healthy 
lifestyle, you also meet new people and explore new places if you play 
competitively. The USTA has made this come true for me. It has given 
me the inspiration to go on and be like those who has left and is still 
creating a strong legacy here such as Arthur Ashe, Althea Gibson, 
Serena and Venus Williams, and James Blake only to name a few. I 
look up to these individuals because through them, I can see myself 
reaching their level of status in the world of tennis. 

As an African American male, I wasn’t really exposed to too much 
tennis growing up in my community. Most people played sports such 
as basketball, football, etc and of these sports, I liked not any of them. 
I figured sports were not for me. 

By the time I started my sophomore year in High School, one of my physical education teachers wanted a change in 
our normal day to day activities we did and made us try many different sports. My favorite of course was tennis. I 
couldn’t play very well, nor did I know the proper ways of hitting but just hitting the ball back over the net and trying to 
change the direction of the ball to get your opponent to move was enough for me.  I had so much fun playing tennis; I 
wanted to continue it over the summer. I played Davies Tennis Stadium and there I played with some members of his 
junior team and took lessons. As I got better in tennis, the more fun it became. 

Junior year in high school was the first year I tried out for the tennis team and made varsity. I cannot describe in 
words what it’s like playing on a high school tennis team, but the one word that I can use to describe it is amazing. 
Playing in the Fresno Tennis Tournament was one event in my life I’ll never forget. It wasn’t even about our victories 
or losses, it was about the bonding that was gained from it. Tennis is a sport where respectful males and females 
come to play. We shake hands before and after every match to show good sportsmanship and if you’re lucky, your 
opponent might end up being your next hitting buddy. 

I played tennis again my senior year and while playing in my senior year, I began to look at how I was going to 
continue after high school and for the rest of my life. I knew I was going to play for my college team, but I wanted a 
little more. Being in the USTA has opened up many doors for me, kept the sport alive, and continues to inspire me to 
want to do more. People always tell me “you can’t be a professional tennis athlete; you need to start when you’re 
young and work your way up from there.” Being in the USTA makes me think that even if I do have slim chances of 
playing in the ATP, I can still play competitively and enjoy the sport I know and love with the help of the USTA and 
maybe even go as far as athletes such as Althea Gibson and Arthur Ashe. 
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